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Mission

As the public affairs voice of the Jewish community, JCRC fights antisemitism and prejudice, advocates for Israel, provides 
Holocaust education, promotes tolerance and social justice, and builds bridges across the Jewish and broader communities.

JCRC is a beneficiary agency of the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Jewish Federations. 
JCRC serves as the representative of the 
Jewish community in the Joint Religious 
Legislative Coalition (JRLC) – the largest 
and most inclusive interfaith public interest 
group in Minnesota.

Also generously supported by:

The Beverly 
Foundation

Oren and Sharron 
Steinfeldt Foundation 

The Stan Shapiro Judaism 
and Israel Education Fund

Tankenoff
Families Foundation

Harvey A. Feldman 
Charitable Trust

Mike and Linda Fiterman 
Family Foundation

Jacob Garber 
Endowment Fund

Richard and Beverly Fink 
Family Fund

Pat and Tom Grossman 
Philanthropic Fund

Kelen Family 
Foundation

Photos courtesy of: �Darrell Owens Photography, Ethan Roberts Photography, and David Sherman Photography

JCRC:

•	 Serves as the central public affairs voice of the Jewish 
community to elected officials, the media, government 
agencies, and other religious, ethnic and cultural groups;

•	 Represents the Jewish community’s interests on significant 
legislative, social justice, and public policy issues in a non-
partisan manner;

•	 Promotes and facilitates the security of the Jewish 
community and Jewish institutions, and assists 
community members dealing with discrimination;

•	 Educates and mobilizes the Jewish community for Israel 
advocacy;

•	 Encourages and facilitates open dialogue and consensus 
among the Jewish community’s diverse religious, political 
and social perspectives;

•	 Provides Holocaust education and diversity programming;

•	 Remembers the victims and honors the survivors of the 
Holocaust;

•	 Sponsors community and educational forums; and

•	 Partners with local and national non-profit, interfaith, and 
Jewish coalitions.
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Letter from Steve Hunegs
Our team has just returned from JCRC’s first Israel 
Study Tour since 2019.

For 11 days, my colleagues absorbed the stories of 
Western Negev communities devastated on October 
7—like Kibbutz Holit, where Hamas terrorists 
murdered 15 members, and whose rebuilding our 
local Jewish community proudly supports. In the 
Golan Heights, they stood where a Hezbollah rocket 
killed 12 Druze children on a soccer field. They also 
heard testimony from a young couple who survived 
the Nova massacre and whose resolve to keep 
dancing inspired us all.

Everywhere they traveled, grief, resilience, courage, and life were palpable.

The return of the last living hostages brought relief, yet as of this writing, the bodies 
of three slain hostages remain in Gaza. Our joy and sorrow, our relief and our 
resolve, remain inseparable.

After two years of war, Israel is entering a fragile period of healing—united in some 
ways, painfully polarized in others. Across these divisions, Israelis are working to 
repair their society.

At home, our community faces its own tests as the global antisemitism unleashed 
on October 7 continues to assault our story. This ancient, libelous pattern—once 
confined to the fringes—has entered the American mainstream. As throughout 
history, antisemitism threatens both Jews and the liberal democratic values whose 
roots are found in Jewish civilization.

Meeting this moment requires clarity about who we are and whom we represent. 
Jews belong to Am Yisrael—a joinable tribe with a shared history, homeland, and 
culture. JCRC represents this collective story and responsibility.

As ambassadors for the Jewish people, relationship-building is central to our 
mission. We recently marked the 60th anniversary of Nostra Aetate with our 
Catholic partners and announced contributions from the Minnesota Private 
Business Council for Jewish and Catholic community security. This is the essence 
of interfaith partnership.

I am proud of our impact and of rising to the moment in hiring Rabbi Jill Avrin 
as our inaugural Director of Campus Affairs, who has quickly become a trusted 
resource amid an extraordinarily difficult campus climate.

Our sages teach: “You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you 
free to desist from it.” Together, we are meeting this moment on behalf of  
Am Yisrael.

Steve Hunegs 
Executive Director
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Educating on Judaism, Israel, 
Antisemitism, and the Holocaust

ND

SD WI

MN

As the consensus public affairs voice of the Jewish community, JCRC reaches 
thousands of students and community members each year. Through trusted, 
relationship-centered education, we teach with accuracy, integrity, and care.

In an era when anti-Jewish libels spread quickly and take root easily, JCRC serves 
as an anchor of truth. We ensure that people across our region encounter the story 
of Am Yisrael — our history, values, ideas, and lived experiences — with depth, 
nuance, and humanity.

Total Presentations> 400 Total Audience> 18,000

= Businesses

= Schools

= �Civic or Community 
Organizations

= �Religious Institutions

= Government

Mapping Our Impact
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Request a 
speaker

JCRC Impact Beyond the North

Athens, GA

Northfield, MA Saint Joseph, MO

Petersburg, KY

Sammamish, WA

Rexburg, ID

La Vista, NE

Colorado Springs, Denver, 
& Montrose, CO

Vancouver, BC 
Canada
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Each year, our Judaism and Israel Education program reaches 
thousands of students and community members across Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and beyond—in middle and high 
schools, churches, and community venues, both in person and online. 
Our dedicated staff and trained volunteer speakers often become 
the first Jewish person many participants have ever met, opening 
a window into Jewish life, identity, and connection to Israel at a 
time when understanding has never been more essential. Through 
interactive presentations, participants explore Jewish beliefs, values, 
and traditions; confront antisemitism and learn how to stand as allies; 
and gain insight into the complex histories and lived realities of Israel and the broader Middle East. Each session is customized 
in partnership with educators and organizers, fostering curiosity, empathy, and genuine dialogue. This work lies at the heart 
of our JCRC mission—building relationships, deepening understanding, and helping communities engage one another with 
respect and open minds.

Judaism and Israel Education

Teaching our story

Partnering with schools

JCRC supports public and private schools in fostering safe 
and inclusive environments for their Jewish students, teachers 
and staff. We provide staff trainings on Jewish identity and 
antisemitism, meet with school leaders, join listening sessions 
with parents and school administrators, bring Judaism and 
Holocaust speakers into the classroom, and advocate for 
families after incidents occur. 

Fighting for Jewish voices in Ethnic Studies

When the Minnesota Department of Education began 
developing its new Ethnic Studies framework, JCRC brought 
a chair to the table—and stayed there. Our team has spent 
months in working groups, reviewing drafts, and building 
relationships to help advance the accurate and proud inclusion 
of Jewish stories, voices, and history.

This behind-the-scenes, ongoing work is demanding, 
but it matters. Because when students learn about Jewish 
Minnesotans—their history, culture, faith, resilience, and 
contributions—they gain a fuller picture of our shared 
community. And that understanding strengthens all of us. 

Empowering the next generation of Jewish leaders

In the wake of October 7, many Jewish students told us they 
felt unprepared for the protests, confusion, and assault on the 
Jewish story that followed. JCRC responded by launching the 
Youth Fellowship for Jewish Identity and Leadership, a school 
year program equipping high school juniors and seniors with 
the knowledge, skills, and confidence to meet this moment.

How one parent’s proactive approach saved a 
classroom from anti-Israel curriculum

When a local parent sat down for parent-teacher 
conferences with her 8th grader’s global studies teacher, she 
asked a question she had never asked at conferences before: 
“Will you be teaching about Israel and the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict? And if so, could you share the curriculum you 
plan to use?” 

That question set into motion a chain of events that not 
only protected her child from a biased and harmful lesson 
but also led to a meaningful intervention that will prevent 
future students from being exposed to a deeply flawed 
narrative about Israel, Jews, and the Middle East. 

Parents asking questions and bringing JCRC into the 
conversation has surfaced harmful curriculum in multiple 
schools. The through thread is clear: when teachers use 
peer-reviewed established curriculum rich in primary 
sources, and reach out to JCRC for 
support, they succeed in delivering 
high-quality lessons that promote 
critical thinking and create a safe 
environment where all students can 
show up as their full selves. 

Learn
more
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“�The Youth Fellowship is a space where you don’t have to shrink who you are. You’ll meet others 
who care deeply, who challenge and support you, and who help you grow into the kind of person 
you didn’t even know you could become. It’s not always easy, but it’s worth it”

- 2024-2025 JCRC Youth Fellow

Through seven monthly sessions, 23 fellows explored Jewish 
history, culture, and values while learning to tell their own 
stories and advocate for their community. Their capstone 
projects brought those stories into the public square—creating 
ripples of pride, understanding, and connection across 
Minnesota’s schools and neighborhoods.

Our second cohort of fellows has begun with an inspiring 28 
fellows representing a wide diversity of backgrounds, schools 
and Jewish affiliations. In their first session, Exploring the Roots 
of Jewish Identity, participants showed deep curiosity, insight, 
and enthusiasm, diving into big questions about what shapes 
Jewish identity while beginning to form a strong, connected 
cohort of peers who care deeply about finding their voice and 
knowing their story.

Top thought leaders turn to JCRC for insights

Sami Rahamim, Holly Brod Farber, and Susie Greenberg 
represented JCRC at the select inaugural gathering of The 
Tell Institute, founded by acclaimed author Dara Horn 
to dramatically reframe what people learn about Jews and 
antisemitism. JCRC is honored to be engaged for our expertise 
in this important work and pilot it locally.
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Nostra Aetate at 60

JCRC was proud to partner with the Catholic community to 
celebrate and commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Nostra 
Aetate—the seminal Vatican document which fundamentally 
and theologically reset Catholic-Jewish relations.

1.	 Jews were not collectively responsible for the death of Jesus;

2.	 	antisemitism is a sin against God; and 

3.	 	the Jewish covenantal relationship with God continues 
alongside the Christian belief in the resurrection of Jesus.

Judaism and Israel Education

Twenty years after the end of World War II and the Shoah,  
the Nostra Aetate instructed the entire Catholic world:

•	 Archbishop Bernard Hebda and 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis

•	 The Jay Phillips Center for 
Interreligious Studies and the 
Encountering Judaism Initiative 
(Department of Theology) at the 
University of St. Thomas

•	 The Jay Phillips Center for 
Interfaith Learning at Saint John’s 
University

•	 Benilde St. Margaret’s

•	 Minnesota Catholic Conference

Our Partners
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The profound improvement of the Catholic-Jewish 
relationship in the past six decades is anchored in the Nostra 
Aetate—as reflected most profoundly in the statements and 
actions of all Popes since John Paul II.

We welcomed Rabbi Abraham Skorka—renowned scholar, 
interfaith leader, and close friend of Pope Francis—in a three 
day culmination of a year-long collaboration with exceptional 
partners.

Highlights of our scholar-in-residence included an all-school 
assembly at Benilde St. Margaret’s with over 1,100 students 
where Rabbi Skorka, Steve Hunegs and Holly Brod Farber 
inspired the students with messages of mutual understanding, 
a shared Hebrew song, and reflections on Nostra Aetate. An 
intimate lunch and an oversold community dinner deepened 
connections among Jewish and Catholic leaders. Together, 
these gatherings showcased JCRC’s strength in bridging 
communities, building trust, and advancing meaningful 
interfaith partnerships when it matters most.

JCRC and Catholic educators have a robust schedule set for 
teaching about Nostra Aetate in Catholic K-12 schools across 
Minnesota and the Dakotas this school year.

Read our
Op Ed
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Judaism and Israel Education

2025 JCRC Israel Study Tour

10
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“�What I saw in Israel was resilience, hope, love, strength, community, and grace, 
on a level that is unfathomable unless you see it with your own eyes.”

- Ali Alizadeh, 2025 Israel Study Tour
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Holocaust Education and Remembrance
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8
Middle and 

High Schools

5
Colleges

7
Police 

Departments

185 Participants from:

Leo Weiss Courage to Teach Award

In memory of Leo Weiss (z”l), the Stesin family and JCRC annually honor 
an educator or institution that embodies decency, righteousness and 
integrity in their devotion to teaching students about the Shoah. 

This year’s recipient was Orono Middle School social studies teacher Jared 
Shogren. Shogren has spent 22 years helping students think critically 
about history. His 7th grade American History course includes a 5-week 
unit on World War II with an emphasis on the Holocaust and the rise of 
antisemitism.

“It’s an honor to receive the award, but it’s also somewhat sad—because 
the award shouldn’t exist. It shouldn’t be ‘courageous’ to teach about the 
Holocaust,” said Shogren.

- Joan Kieren, daughter of liberator Arno Teschendorf

Commemorating 80 years of liberation 

The cornerstone of our community’s Holocaust remembrance is 
our annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration. This year, with a full 
sanctuary at Beth El Synagogue, we marked the 80th anniversary of 
liberation.

Children of liberators Joel Glotter (Mark and Toni Glotter) and Arno 
Teschendorf (Joan Kieren) shared their parents’ powerful stories, 
while Lauren Goldfarb, Erica Karasov, and Phil Rosenfield spoke 
in memory of their grandfather, Wolf Hampel, a survivor. Together, 
they embodied the sacred work of remembrance—linking generations 
through testimony, gratitude, and hope.

“�As children of WWII survivors, veterans, and liberators, I recognize that it is now our 
responsibility to remember and to keep their stories and their sacrifices for us and for the world.” 

Annual US Holocaust Memorial Museum one day trip

Every spring, JCRC charters a flight to Washington, DC for 
our annual visit to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
Thirty years on, this trip remains a core learning experience for 
high school and college courses—and a powerful professional 
development program for law enforcement and military.

12
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Transfer of Memory brings Holocaust education to  
North Dakota

Transfer of Memory—JCRC’s traveling exhibit of photographic 
portraits and personal stories of Minnesota Holocaust survivors—
continues to bring history to life for communities across the region.

This year, the exhibit was featured at Bismarck State College 
in North Dakota in conjunction with International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. During the commemoration, JCRC Executive 
Director Steve Hunegs addressed students and community 
members, reflecting on the enduring relevance of survivor testimony 
and the power of memory to build empathy and understanding. 

JCRC sponsors National History Day prize 
winners

In the 2025 Minnesota Historical Society’s 
National History Day competition, “Rights and 
Responsibilities in History,” JCRC awarded prizes 
for outstanding projects that demonstrated deep 
understanding of the lessons and legacy of the 
Holocaust.

Holocaust Education Speakers Bureau

JCRC helps Holocaust survivors and their descendants keep family testimony alive—training them 
to share their loved ones’ stories with authenticity and impact. These speakers ensure that personal 
histories of survival and resilience continue to educate future generations.

Today, in addition to children of survivors, third-generation descendants play a vital role in JCRC’s 
Holocaust Education Speakers Bureau. The group is also an affiliated member of Living Links of 
the USC Shoah Foundation, the first national organization dedicated to supporting grandchildren of 
Holocaust survivors in preserving and sharing their families’ experiences.

Preparing educators to teach the history and lessons of the Holocaust

In an era of rising misinformation and antisemitism, teaching the Holocaust demands unwavering commitment to 
documented truth. This year’s JCRC Holocaust Educators Cohort empowered 38 educators to anchor instruction in authentic 
primary sources to teach this complex history with confidence and clarity. Cohort participants continued to engage with JCRC, 
taking advantage of additional opportunities such as our Holocaust book club event with the Leo Baeck Institute.

JCRC has been honored to co-chair the Minnesota Department of Education Holocaust and Genocide of Indigenous Peoples 
and Other Genocides Working Group. JCRC’s leadership reflects our commitment to ensuring that Minnesota’s public-school 
educators are well prepared to teach the history and enduring lessons of the Holocaust. While the work has been both complex 
and demanding, it represents a critical step in implementing Minnesota’s new Holocaust education mandate—legislation that 
the JCRC proudly led in securing in 2023.

13
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Power of Place European Summer Institute for Holocaust Educators

Austria | Poland | Italy

Over 11 days, our 3rd trip, with 25 educators and facilitators from 12 US states and 
Vancouver, became more than colleagues. Participants ranged from first-year 
teachers to veteran educators, from rural and urban schools, and across disciplines. 
For many, this was their first time overseas. Brought together to deepen our 
understanding of the Holocaust, we studied in Austria with scholars Paul Salmons 
and Wolfgang Schmutz, exploring how civil societies descend into genocide and 
how antisemitic lies embed themselves in law, culture, and public imagination. The 
experience challenged us to move beyond facts and confront the patterns, questions, 
and choices that history demands we recognize today. We cried, taught, questioned, 
and created a brave space together. Power of Place may seem to be about sites, but 
ultimately, it is about the power of people — and what happens when educators 
become witnesses together.

- Dave Reeser, Rexburg, ID

“�The finest Holocaust related 
professional development 
that I know of today.”

Holocaust Education and Remembrance

Educators become witnesses
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- Brianne Wegter, Sauk Rapids, MN

- Meg O’Brien, Northfield, MA

“�I genuinely believe the Power 
of Place is a trip that all 
educators who teach about 
the Holocaust should attend.”

“�We [now] have the power of place, the power of people, and the power of pedagogy. With these, 
we can help humanity evolve, starting in our classrooms.”

15
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In Photos: Meeting this Moment

JCRC is meeting this moment on behalf of 
our community

16
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Advocacy and Government Affairs

JCRC represents Am Yisrael in the public square — ensuring 
that Jewish values, concerns, and perspectives are understood, 
respected, and taken seriously in Minnesota and the Dakotas.

In a year marked by rising antisemitism and increasing 
polarization, our advocacy has been essential to protecting 
our community, upholding fair treatment, and strengthening 
shared democratic values. We are grateful to the resilient 
members of our community who show up when it matters 
most.

From successfully urging Governor Tim Walz to appoint 
Regents who reflect the normative perspectives of Minnesota’s 
Jewish community, to gathering partners in Washington, 
DC, for Capitol Hill meetings, JCRC continues to meet this 
moment as a clear and trusted voice for the Jewish people.

JCRC: The consensus voice 
of our community

“�Meeting Representatives Angie Craig and Kelly Morrison with 
JCRC was incredibly meaningful. Both listened thoughtfully 
with eagerness to understand our experiences with rising 
antisemitism on college campuses. It was empowering to see 
our voices taken seriously at the national level.”

- Johnna Parks, college student

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)

JCRC serves as the representative of the Jewish community in the JRLC – the 
largest most inclusive interfaith public interest group in Minnesota. We advocate 
for our shared values through three pillars: human dignity, economic security, and 
responsible participation in public life. We do this through specific policy initiatives 
such as nonprofit security funding. Visit jrlc.org for our 2025 Legislative Agenda.
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Rabbi Jill Avrin brings new strength to  
Jewish campus life

With generous support from Byron and Shirley Frank and the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation, JCRC launched a major new 
initiative to strengthen Jewish life on campus by welcoming 
Rabbi Jill Avrin as our inaugural Director of Campus Affairs.

Rabbi Avrin’s leadership marks a transformational investment 
in the well-being, confidence, and belonging of Jewish 
students across Minnesota and the Dakotas. In just her first 
months, she has built trusted relationships with students, 
faculty, staff, Hillel professionals, and senior administrators 
— becoming a vital resource on some of the most challenging 
campuses in the region.

Rabbi Avrin brings warmth, clarity, and deep commitment 
to vibrant Jewish life. Her proactive, relationship-centered 
approach is already shifting the climate on campus by 
advancing a more informed and inclusive environment.

Understanding Jewish student experiences after 
October 7

At JCRC’s Annual Meeting, Rabbi Avrin hosted Professor 
Dr. Jonathan Krasner for a wide-ranging conversation on his 
groundbreaking study, Between Home and Homeland: Jewish 
College Students Confront the Israel–Gaza Conflict and Campus 
Divides. His six-category model of Jewish student responses 
after October 7 has become an essential tool in shaping our 
campus strategy.

The scholar-in-residence program included:

•	 	a campus leadership breakfast attended by presidents, 
directors, deans, and regents from leading Minnesota 
institutions

•	 	a session with Smith Jewish Academy families on how day 
school education shapes student readiness for campus

•	 	an on-campus discussion of Krasner’s research with 
students and other campus stakeholders

Mapping Campus Climate

Rabbi Jill Avrin spent the first 3 months in her position in 85 
meetings with campus stakeholders to establish trust and map 
the scope of her work. She has bold initiatives already in the 
works including a political activism fellowship for Minnesota 
college students.

Campus Affairs
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JCRC works closely with law enforcement and supports community partners 
in meeting their responsibility to protect their people and property. Working 
together, our community remains strong and secure.

1.	 Physical Security  
Consulting with partner agencies 
in the Jewish community to make 
their facilities as safe and secure as 
possible while remaining warm and 
welcoming to the community.

2.	 Training 
Hosting organization-specific 
and community-wide trainings, 
including:

	Ѽ Combatting Active Threats 

	Ѽ First Aid / Stop the Bleed 

	Ѽ Behavioral Detection 

	Ѽ Cyber Safety

3.	 Security Patrol and 
Infrastructure  
Procuring and deploying security 
infrastructure that serves the entire 
community, including bringing 
patrol vehicles to Jewish community 
sites as part of our efforts to foster a 
welcoming and secure environment. 

4.	 Threat Analysis and Information 
Sharing 
Partnering with law enforcement 
and others to monitor, analyze, and 
inform our community of potential 
threats. 

5.	 Local Relationships 
Establishing and maintaining close 
working relationships with dozens of 
law enforcement agencies and diverse 
interfaith and community partners.

6.	 National Network 
Working alongside and with 
support from our national partners 
at Secure Community Network 
(SCN), the official safety and 
security organization for the Jewish 
community in North America.

7.	 Grants 
Assisting with FEMA’s Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program applications 
and providing security grants when 
urgently needed.

JCRC Community Safety & Security Services:

Community Safety and Security

“�JCRC has a holistic approach to security and safety. We do so in 
three ways: education, relationships and physical security.”

- Gil Mann, JCRC Board Member

35,000
patrol miles

7,500
site visits

61
Investigations

Making an Impact
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JCRC Security: Rapid Response. Advanced Technology. Shared Safety.
During a routine patrol, a JCRC security officer discovered white supremacist stickers on a Jewish site. Surveillance footage 
revealed the incident’s timing but only a blurry image of the suspect’s car. A JCRC trailer positioned nearby captured a clear 
view with a high-tech license plate camera, helping identify the vehicle. Working with law enforcement, Rozin Security, and 
SCN, JCRC investigators identified a suspect with a history of harassing minority faith communities and shouting antisemitic 
slogans.

Using JCRC’s evidence, police arrested the suspect, who was charged with a gross misdemeanor of bias-motivated property 
damage. JCRC retrieved additional evidence revealing the suspect’s fascination with guns and extremist views, which enabled 
police to secure an Extreme Risk Protection Order to seize his firearms. On November 3, 2025, the subject pleaded guilty in 
court to the crime. Through our rapid response, advanced technology, and close collaboration with security professionals and 
law enforcement, JCRC’s security work turned a targeted act of hate into a success story of shared safety.

Our security work is expertly guided by the Jewish Community Security 
Steering Committee who bring us a broad array and many decades of security 
experience.
Jack Fiterman, Committee Chair; Board Member, Secure 

Community Network

Shai Avny, Chief Operating Officer, Barry Family Campus & 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Michael Barry, President & CEO, Twin City Fan; Past President 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

Rabbi Joshua (JB) Borenstein, Executive Director, Torah 
Academy 

Stephanie Chauss, CEO, Minnesota JCC 

Jim Cohen, CEO, Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

Bradley Hanley, IT Security Professional

David Kaplan, CEO, St. Paul Jewish Federation

John Ghermezian, Chief Business Officer, Mall of America 

Myra Giesner, Past Interim CEO, Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

Chief Bryan Kruele, St. Louis Park Police Department 

Andrew Lifson, Finance Committee Member, JCRC 

Gil Mann, Past Chair, Jewish Community Security Steering 
Committee 

Chief Kelly McCarthy, Mendota Heights Police Department 

Kevin Rhein, Retired CIO, Wells Fargo 

Anthony Sussman, Past Director of Communications & 
Community Security Strategy, JCRC and Past President, Temple 
Israel 

Rick Thornton, Senior VP & General Auditor, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis, Retired Special Agent in Charge FBI, 
Minneapolis 

Sheriff Dawanna Witt, Hennepin County 

Staff: �Steve Hunegs, Rob Allen, Patrick King,  
Sami Rahamim, and Ethan Roberts

In partnership with the Secure Community 
Network (SCN), the official safety and security 
organization for the Jewish community in North 
America, JCRC hosts a standardized online form 
for the public to report threats, incidents, and 
suspicious activity related to Jewish organizations, 
facilities, or community members.  

There is no incident too small to report.  
Incidents not requiring security intervention will 
be handled in full partnership with the reporter by 
our community affairs staff.

You are the community’s eyes and ears! 

Report an antisemitic, bias, or discriminatory incident

In an emergency, move to 
a safe area and dial 9-1-1 

Scan to report an incident:
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650 JCRC supporters and partners gathered for our  
2025 Annual Event featuring spiritual leader, community 
builder, and sociologist, Dr. Mijal Bitton on Jewish identity 
and community in a changing world. Dr. Bitton described 
being Jewish as “more than just inheriting an identity…it’s 
about choosing to show up and continuing to show up again 
and again.”

As JCRC President, Jacy Rubin Grais, said from the stage, 
“We are in uncertain and unsettling times. Our JCRC – and 
when I say ‘our’, I really mean it, is here for you, for all of us, 
for this moment.”

Together we honored the legacy of Gary Tankenoff and 
Harvey A. Feldman, philanthropic leaders who believed in 
the mission of JCRC and gave generously to see it thrive and 
safeguard our community.

JCRC Annual Event

650
attendees

890
donations

$426,000
raised

Making an Impact
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Revenues
 Federation Allocations

 Minneapolis Jewish Federation  $365,716 

 St. Paul Jewish Federation  $91,300 

 Total Federation Allocations  $457,016 

 Contributions and Grants

 Fundraising events  $401,826 

 Less fundraising events expenses  ($124,751)

 Net fundraising events  $277,075 

 All other contributions  $5,244,677 

 Total Contributions and Grants  $5,521,752 

Program Revenues  $142,483 

�Investment and Other Revenues  $420,587 

 Total  $6,541,838 

Expenses
 Program $2,609,850 

 Management and General  $279,763 

 Fundraising  $244,769 

Total  $3,134,382 

Change in Net Assets $3,407,456 

September 1, 2023 – August 31, 2024
Financials

Financials

JCRC serves as the Jewish 
community’s central public affairs 
voice to the media. Over the past 
fiscal year, the following media 
outlets have covered or quoted us.

•	 Ask Haviv Anything podcast

•	 Bismark Tribune

•	 CBS

•	 FOX9

•	 Jewish Insider

•	 Jewish Telegraph Agency

•	 KARE 11

•	 KIMT

•	 KSTP

•	 Minnesota Reformer

•	 MPR

•	 National Catholic Register

•	 News & Views with Joel Heitkamp

•	 Pioneer Press

•	 Plain Talk

•	 PR Newswire

•	 Sahan Journal

•	 Star Tribune

•	 TCJewfolk

•	 The Andrea Parker Show

•	 The Forward

•	 The Minnesota Daily

•	 The Washington Post

•	 TPT PBS Almanac

•	 WCCO 

•	 WCCO - Adam and Jordana

•	 WCCO TV

JCRC in the media
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Donations and Grants

Donations Received in Fiscal Year 2025 (9/1/2024 through 8/31/2025) 

FY 2025
$100,000+
Harvey A. Feldman Charitable 

Trust
Minneapolis Jewish Federation
Richard and Beverly Fink Family 

Fund
St. Paul Jewish Federation
$25,000 - $99,999
Allianz of America
Byron and Shirley Frank
Jacob Garber Endowment Fund
Mort and Merle Kane
Steve and Sheila Lieberman
Minnesota Vikings
Oren and Sharron Steinfeldt 

Foundation
Otto Bremer Trust
Pat and Tom Grossman 

Philanthropic Fund
Nancy and Kevin Rhein
Hanan Rosenstein and Richard 

Alberta
The Stan Shapiro Judaism 

and Israel Education Fund 
Tankenoff Families Foundation

David and Leigh Waterman

$10,000 - $24,999
Bryan and Nina Badzin
Baratz Family Foundation Inc.
Gail Bernstein and Thomas Davis
The Beverly Foundation
Lili Chester
Richard and Judy Cook
Elmar Family Foundation
Howard and Heidi Gilbert 
Mark and Debbie Glotter
Lynn Golberstein
Harlee Goldsteen
Jacy and Jason Grais
Dick and Dobie Hunegs
Hunegs LeNeave & Kvas

Stan and Jeanne Kagin
Kaitz Family Philanthropic Fund
Kaplan Family Foundation
Kelen Family Foundation
Barbara and Gary Krupp
Susie and Hart Kuller
Kimberly Lear and Jacob Fishman
Steve and Sheri Lear
Jimmy Levine and Stephanie 

Brod Levine
Steve and Gail Machov
Matthew and Linda Gilfix 

Technology Fund
Mike and Linda Fiterman Family 

Foundation
William Pentelovitch
Stanford Robins
Allen and Linda Saeks
Sheldon and Pearl Sheps
Sharron Steinfeldt
Toodie and Frank Trestman 

Collaborative Education & 
Special Needs Designated Fund

The Victor Foundation
Beth Weinblatt
The Weitzman National Museum 

of American Jewish History 
Wendy and Colin Smith Family 

Foundation
Women’s Endowment Fund
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Lorie and Michael Afremov
Bob and Bobbi Aronson
Ben and Jeanne Overman 

Charitable Trust
Gary Berman
Jon and Holly Brod Farber
CBIZ
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Mike and Ann Ciresi
Cozen O’Connor
Alan and Susan Divine
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Ron and Gigi Fingerhut
Fingerhut Family Foundation
Bruce Fink
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Alan Gilbert and Laura Thorne
Mimi Gleekel
Harold and Cyndi Goldfine
Charles and Pam Grossman
Todd and Susan Gurstel
Bonnie and Steve Heller
Richard Heinrich and Beth 

Friend
Elizabeth and Todd Johnson

Gayle Kaplan
Andrea Kaufman and Jim 

Jacobson
Rick Kelber and Sharon Van Dyck
Daniel and Carolyn Kleinberger
Eileen and David Kohn
Beth and Todd Leonard
Lerner Foundation
Living Word Christian Center
Madeira Partners
Gil and Debbie Mann
Markowitz Family Philanthropic 

Fund
Gregory McEwen
Mary and Robert Mersky
Jim Moscowitz and Amy Taswell
Jeff Oberman and Kathy Conner
Jonathan and Robin Parritz
Lisa Peilen 
Gary and Susan Rappaport
Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation
Mark and Beth Robbins
Steve Roth
Steve and Wendy Rubin
Penny and Steve Sanderson 
Polly and Michael Saxon
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community
Cindy and Joel Shapiro
Sholom Foundation
Marshall and Elaine Siegel 

Foundation
Al and Janny Silver
Sandy and Jason Sondell
Howard and Janet Tarkow
The Jay and Rose Phillips Family 

Foundation of Minnesota
Scott and Joan Wilensky
Dina Wolkoff
Bruce and Ilene Zwick
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Sally and Mike Abrams
Ali Alizadeh
Susan Andrews and Robert 

Rubenstein
Stuart Appelbaum and Jean King
Mark Appelbaum
Daniel Aronson and Martha 

Goldberg Aronson
Wendy and Howard Bach
Paul and Jennifer Bagdade
Susan and Kent Bailey
Barbara Bank and Phil 

Finkelstein
Shari and Ron Barry

Michelle and Neville Basman
Allan Baumgarten and Marilyn 

Levi-Baumgarten
Sharon Benmaman and John 

Allen
Jennifer and Jon Benowitz
Best Buy
Michael and Sue Blehert
Stuart and Carolyn Bloom
Bremer Bank
Sandra and David Brown
Vanessa Brown McGuire
Julie and David Burton
Richard Butwinick
Dan Canfield
Ron Chester
Kari Chester and Noah Trueger
Marty Chester and Haley 

Schaffer
Larry and Elayne Chiat
Edward and Barbara Chulew 
Michael and Soni Cohen
Jason and Mollie Divine
Dale and Lois Dobrin
R. Elaine DuFresne
Education Minnesota
Jerry and Leslie Feder
Marc Filister
Sylvia and Bob Fine
Barb and Andy Fishman
Terry and Sheldon Fleck
Raleigh and Rick Fromstein
Katherine and Manny Gabler
Phyllis and Philip Garon
Ben Gerber and Betsy Kuller
Amos Gewirtz
Sally and Michael Ginsburg
Joel Glaser and Jethra Kapp 
Lynn Golberstein
Marlene Goldberg
Debbie and Chad Goldenberg
William Goldenberg
Daniel Goldman
Nancy Goldstein and Philip 

Geller
Kay and Bruce Goldstein
Miriam and Michael Goodman
Dina Goodman
Tom Goodoein 
Karen and Fred Gordon
Nancy and Rick Grobovsky
Robert and Nancy Hartman
Christy and Greg Hathaway
Michael and Susan Horovitz
Craig Hunegs
Steve Hunegs and Jenifer Robins
Julie Idelkope

Support our 
work
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Donations Received in Fiscal Year 2025 (9/1/2024 through 8/31/2025) 

Margaret and Stan Jaffy
Jewish Community Foundation
Jewish Family and Children’s 

Service of Minneapolis
Joan Marks Charitable Fund
Bruce Kahn
Jeremy and Hope Kalin
Brian and Sandy Kamin
Robert Karasov and Hanna 

Bloomfield
Phyllis Karasov and Alan Olstein
Bob and Stefanie Karon
Susie and Gabe Kaufman
Fay and Mitchell Kaye
Monica Kelley and Bruno 

Chaouat
Jane Ketroser
Wendy and Nisso Khabie
Jesse and Cym Kibort
Sophie Krupp
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh (z”l)
Allen and Diane Kuperman
Lathrop GPM Foundation
Susan and Mark Leder
Gerald Leener
Elyse and Ron Less
Jack Levi
Jill and Richard Levin
Sheldon (z”l) and Delores Levin
Jack and Rhoda Liebo
Bill Lipschultz (z”l)
Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz
William and Patricia Lisberg
Sally Lorberbaum
Louis and Dorothy Hurwitz Sioux 

Falls Jewish Welfare Fund
Andy Luger and Ellen Goldberg 

Luger
Barbara and Mitchell Luskin
Don and Rhoda Mains
Paula and Bob Maisel
Jorie Malk
Maslon LLP
Pat Matre and Miriam Goldfein
Medtronic Foundation Matched 

Giving
Robert and Marita Metcalf
Micki and Mort Naiman Fund for 

Holocaust Education
Milavetz Law Firm
Andrew and Jill Miller
Minnesota JCC
MOAC Mall Holdings LLC
Kelly Morrison
Susan and Neil Moses-Zirkes
Charles Nauen and PJ Pofahl

Susan and Tom Nelson
Novartis Co.
Gary and Mary O’Brien
David and Jill Orbuch
Tim and Wendy Oskey
Marjorie and Charles Ostrov
Greg and Naomi Pesky
Stacy Pinck and Brad Birnberg
Renee and Mike Popkin
Jim and Nancy Proman
Lawrence Pry
Joel and Sarah Quie
Elyse Rabinowitz and Jim Porter
Ken Rafowitz and Dan Porter
The Ralph N. and Charlotte S. 

Bearman Fund
Melissa Rappaport Schifman and 

James Schifman
Ken Raskin and Lynn Lederman
Joyce and Edward Ratner
Tony Rubin
Richard and Rossy Shaller Family 

Foundation
Kent Rissman and Linda Hulbert
Jean Rivkin
Ethan Roberts and Naomi Dean 
Mark Robinow
Amy Rogovin
Opal Rosenfeld
Margot and Alexander 

Rosenstein
Daniel Rotenberg
Susan and James Roth
Sybil Rubin (z”l)
Karen and Russ Rubin
Bob and Wendy Rubinyi
Dan and Bev Ryweck
Judy and Jerel Shapiro
Karen Sachs and David 

Stephenson
Jeffrey and Julie Sanders
Tom and Sheva Sanders
James and Van Sanders
Mark Satz and Gail Bender Satz
Alison and Mark Savin
Susi Saxl and Robert Kramer
Nancy and Steve Schachtman
Robyn and Ben Schein 
Nancy and Michael Schoenberger
Steven and Judy Schumeister
David and Renee Segal
Yoav and Rosalyn Segal
Michelle and Steven Shaller
Kate and Scott Shamblott
Neal and Susan Shapiro
Rhona Shwaid and Jonathan 

Wolpert

Melissa and Sheldon Silberman
Beth Silverwater and Norman 

Greenberg
Steve Simon
Judy and Lee Snitzer
Elaine Steinman
Heather and Mark Stesin
Penny Stillman
Stinson LLP
Joni and Peter Sussman
James Tankenoff
Irv and Beverly Thorne
Thrivent Financial
Joel and Gail Tilsner
Francine and Stephen 

Trachtenberg
Shirly Tramer Lerman and Gilad 

Lerman
United Health Group Matching 

Donation
Jodi and Jeff Upin
Aaron Van Oort
Sofya and Dennis Vannelli
Jerry Waldman and Judi Belzer
David and Mary Ann Wark
Adam Weinblatt
Aaron Weininger
Diane Weisberg
Joy Wezelman
Wilf Family Foundation
Barry Wolfish and Randi 

Winston
Fremajane Wolfson
Joe and Sandy Wolkowicz
Mark Wolpert and Ellie Covin 

Wolpert
Scott and Sheri Yarosh
Shirley and Larry (z”l) Zipkin
$500 - $999
Rob Allen and Tim Anderson
American Jewish World
Debra Arbit
Ivan and Diane Arenson
Josh Arnold
Sara Baker
Dan Baker
Wendy and Steve Baldinger
Gary and Sandy Baron
Stuart Bear and Marsha 

Schoenkin
Anne Belzer
Lewis Berger
Heather Besikof
Bet Shalom Congregation
Linda and Butch Bialick
Leslie Hahn and Merrill Biel
Charles Blumenfield

Chad and Dina Blumenfield
Jaclyn Borofsky
Eunice Burk
C.H. Robinson
Stan Calof
Deb and Bill Campbell
Stuart Chazin
Richard Cohen
James and Lisa Cohen
Congregation Darchei Noam
Brian and Alexis Cook
Cramer for Senate
Milan Dahal
Alexander Davis and Esther 

Goldberg Davis
Michael Dockman
Sandy and Frank Donaldson
Gregory Duhl
Gerard and Debbie Engelen-Eigles
Laura Feintech
Fischbein Insurance Services
Dani and Alex Fisher
Bill Fishman
Stanley and Luella Goldberg
Richard Golden
John Goldfine
Mitzi and Richard Gramling
Scott and Debra Grayson
Susie Greenberg and Tony Cohen
Joyce and Jeff Greene
Joel Green and Renanah Halpern
Tamar Heather Havilio
Taylor Hedric
Jerry Helfand and Joan Cleary
Liba Herman
Kimberly and Ross Herman
Randy and Ellen Hertz
Hoeven for Senate
Anne and Bruce Hope
Ralph and Carrie Jacobson
Jenny Javitch and Alon Ventura
Mark Joffe and Ghita Worcester
Danny and Lauren Kaplan
Michele Kaplan Clinard and Alan 

Clinard
Judy Karon
Jeremie Kass
Joshua Kelner
Linda and Scott Ketover
Reva Kibort
Ted Kleiman
Klobuchar for Minnesota
Mary and Jacques Koppel
Marc Kozberg
Roger and Jennifer Kramer
Patrick Lacombe
Ron Latz
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Donations Received in Fiscal Year 2025 (9/1/2024 through 8/31/2025) 

Arlene and Zvi Leibovich
Tony and Sherry Leung
Level 11
Jen Lewin
Daniel Levitt and Suzanne 

Veenhuis
Liberty Mutual
Todd and Jane Lifson
Douglas Kanter
Laura and Martin Lipshutz
Judie and Marvin Liszt
JoAnn Magnuson
Jeff Magnuson
Melanie Maier
Kiel and Maggie Majewski
Peggy and Joel Mandel
Aaron Mann and Emily Herr
The Marcus Family
Tamar and Schelomo Marmor
Sandra and David Marrinson
Elizabeth Martinez Podolsky
Max’s
Shannon McDonough
Michele and Seth Meisler
Susan and Wayne Miller
Minnesota DFL
Mike and Susan Minsberg
Barbara Muller
Debra Oberman and Mark 

Gittleman
Debbie and John Orenstein
Ari and Rachel Parritz
Howard Paster
PayPal Giving Fund
Lisa Pogoff and Jeff Zuckerman
Roxanne and Gary Portnoy
Eric Pratt
Joseph Price
Ed and Anne Rapoport
Debra Rappaport and Robert 

Zelle
Razava Bread Co.
Louise and Jerry Ribnick
Kristin and Brent Robbins
Craig Roen
Samuel Rosen
Shirley and Freeman Rosenblum
Sharon and Mark Rosenblum
Stephen and Carol Rosenthal
Caron Rubin and Marc Meirovitz
Phyllis Saltzman
Ellen and Martin Sampson
Karen and Paul Schanfield
Schechter Dokken Kanter
Sears Imported Autos
Marty Segelbaum
Marsha and Joel Seltz

Cynthia Sherman
Stuart Shwiff
Philip and Laurie Sieff
Michael and Vicki Siskin
James and Joanne Smith
Judy Spiegel
Anne and David Stavney
Rhonda Stein and Stuart 

Goldenberg
Elly Sternberg
Allan Stillerman
Adam and Rachel Stock Spilker
Deborah Sugerman
Gerald Swarsensky
Lior and Taylor Sztainer
Joe and Amy Tamburino
Bruce and Judi Tennebaum
Sharon VanLeer
Pat Vytlacil
Sarah Weinman and Trevor 

McSpadden
Lori and Doug Weissman
Bonnie Westlin
Walter and Karen White
Carol and Andy Whitman
Alan and Sandy Witebsky
Judy and Steve Witebsky
Debbie and Brent Wolfe
Robert Yost
Howard and Kathy Zack
Ron and Lynn Zamansky
Laura and Daniel Zelle
Ed and Jane Zeman
Sara and Boris Zuk
Sharon Zweigbaum
$100 - $499
Anonymous (13)
Grant Abbott
William Abene, Jr.
Daniel Abrams
David and Betsy Abramson
Academy of Holy Angels
Adath Jeshurun Congregation
Cino Adelson
Joe and Bridget Alexander
American Swedish Institute
Tal Anderson
Angie Craig for Congress
Anthony Construction
Lisa Aronauer
Shai and Mirit Avny
Jill Avrin
Ben Axelrod
Jon Bacal
Penny Bank
John Banks
Andrew Bartram

Rachael Bauleke 
Ben Becker
Elisha Biel 
Sally and Jimmy Beloff
Mitchell Bender and Perci 

Chester
Mindy Benowitz
Jessie and Joe Bergman
Sheldon Berkowitz and Carolyn 

Levy
Meira and Justin Besikof
Best & Flanagan LLP
Beth El Synagogue
Beth Jacob Congregation
Misty Betts
Aaron Biel
Eric Black and Lauren Baker
Mark and Wendy Bloom
Neil Borenstein and Sue Freeman
Rudy and Ellen Boschwitz
Yiscah Bracha
Henry and Debra Brandis
Breadsmith
Avrom Brendzel
Judy and Arnold Brier
Noah Brod Farber
Bill and Jacki Broze
Amelia Burgess
Jan and Mitchell Burke
Summer Burr
Lev and Dina Buslovich
CAF America
Deborah Calvert
Caryn Modeling Agency
Cecil’s
Susan and David Cera
Howard Chanen
Stephanie Chauss
Alan and Carmella Chazin
Valeria Chazin
Chestnut Cambronne PA
Christos, Inc.
Terry Cohen
Norman and Andrea Cohen
Elisia Cohen
Jeremy Cohen
Gordon Cohoes
Continental Diamond
Crave Café and Catering
Jeremy Cushman and Natalie 

Heer
Steve and Patti Cwodzinski
Cwodzinski for State Senate
Jeffrey Dale
Karen and Morris Davidman
James DeMay
Patricia Diamond

Bob and Susie Diamond
Barry Divine
Sandy Donaldson
Max and Paulette Donath
Doolittles
Louise and Jim Doornek
Scott Dorman
Downtown Dogs
Jane and Patrick Doyle
Eleanor Drake
Judah and Anne Marie Druck
Susan and Len Druskin
Ryan and Joanna Dulkin
Aklilu Dunlap
Joyce Ehmke
Manuel Englander
Linda and David Estrin
Deborah Evans
Joseph Fahndrich
Andrew Fein
Mark Fellman
Tamar Fenton and David Pink
Barbara Fermon
Lisa and Aaron Ferrier
Joseph Fine
David and Aga Fine
Sheri Fine
Howard Fink and Stephanie Bell
Fischbach for Congress
Mark and Lucy Rose Fischer
Dorit and Ross Fishman
Mindy Flom
Joshua Fogelson
Doreen Frankel
Patricia Frazier
Edwin Freeman
Donna Fredkove
Miriam Freidson
Friends for [Jeremy] Miller
Becky Fritz
Lori and Brad Fritz
Nancy Fushan
Stacy and Jon Gallop
Tal Ganani
Adam Garen
Asher Gavzy
David Geddes
Aaron Gendler
Francine Gersh Gottlieb
Barry Gersick
Dana Gilbert and Matthew 

Sanders
Steve and Jeannie Gilfix
Richard Ginsberg
Ellen and Scott Glatstein
Jeri Glick Anderon and Charles 

Anderson
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Sharon Glotzbach
Steven Godes
Mark Goldberg
Janie and Joe Goldberger
Shelly Golden
Bonnie and Gary Goldish
Neil Goldsmith
Brent and Jill Goodermont
Bruce Goodman
Avron Gordon
Myron Greenberg
Rivel Greenberg
Kim and Cliff Greene
Mike and Teri Greenstein
Arlis Grossman
Carol Gurstelle
Barb Haley
Susan Hammel
Paul Hansen
Marcy Harris
Judith Harris
Adrienne and Richard Harrison
Jill Hartman
Michael Hartman
Julie Haskovitz
Paul Hastings
Heart of America Library
Samuel Heins
Bernard and Renee Herman
Tamar Herman
Hayim Herring and Terri 

Krivosha
Daniel Hertz and Nikki Strong
Lauren Hertz
Herzl Camp Association
Abby Heuckendorf
Hodroff-Epstein Memorial 

Chapel
Earl Hoffman
Felicia Homberger
Janet Horvath
William Howard
Hubert H. Humphrey III
Robert Hunegs
Illusion Theater
ISD No. 75
ISD No. 877
Interfaith Action
Harlan Jacobs
Bev and Denley Jacobson
Alina Jeffers
Jeffrey Goldetsky P.A
Ted and Debby Jewett
Jewish Historical Society of the 

Upper Midwest
J-HAP
Susan and Thomas Kafka

John and Maythee Kantar
Tina Kaplan
Allyson and Amir Kats
Katzman Monument Company
Tasya Kelen
Gary and Stacy Kibort
Cynthia and Patrick King
Peggy Kipp
Jill Korsh
Marni Koshiol
Kowalski’s
Becky Kristal
Judy and Harold Kuller
Riva and Craig Kupritz
Bob and Debbie Kusnetz
Nancy and Stephen Lane
Larry Kraft for MN State 

Representative
June Lash
Latrisha Vetaw for Ward 4
Lori Leavitt
Leder Brothers Metal
Peter Lefkin
Helena Lekah
Sarah LeNeave
David and Laurie Levi
William Levin
Judith Levin Marshall and Todd 

Marshall
Ruth Levine
Sara Lewenstein
Phillip and Frances Lewenstein
Lexus of Wayzata
Debbie and Bruce Lieberman
Susan Lieberman
Warren Limmer
Betty Sue and David Lipschultz
Brenda Litman
Greggory Litman
Michelle Livingston
David Locketz
Mark and Toby Lukoff
Lunds & Byerlys
Ryan Malashock
Elizabeth Mandel
Judith Mares
Jennifer Mason
John Matthews
Carol Mayeron
Mayim Rabim Congregation
Deborah McNeil
Susie and Dan Meier
Fran and Bernard Meier
Shana Melendez
Betsy and Eduard Michel
Kirk Michelson
James Milavetz

Minnehaha United Methodist 
Church

Minnetonka Middle School East 
PTA

MN Catholic Conference
Abdi Mohamed
Eric Molho
Wayne Moskowitz and Claudia 

Miller
Mount Zion Temple
Larry and Mitzi Mulmed
Jennifer Munt
Andrea Nadel-Tikh
National Council of Jewish 

Women Greater Minneapolis 
Section

Josh Neiman
Ian Nemerov
Dianne and Hector Neumark 

Sztainer
Janelle Norlien
Northwood Dental
Lea Nyberg
Allen and Marcia Oleisky
Zechariah Oluwabankole Levine 

Babington Johnson
Joyce Orbuch
Our Saviours Lutheran Church
Jeffrey Paletz
Liz Palmer
Parameters
Park Tavern
Enrique and Libby Parker
Ellen Sue and Jon Parker
Eric and JoAnn Pasternack
Peggy Flanagan for US Senate
Abbe Penziner-Bokde
Justin and Lynn Perl
Naomi Perman
Pete Stauber for Congress
Pilgrim Dry Cleaners, Inc.
Piper Sandler Companies
Pizza Luce
Pohlad Family Foundation
Liz and Greg Pomish
Rebecca Povarchuk
Steven and Jeanne Prawer
Keren and Simcha Prombaum
Sami Rahamim
Rainville for City Council
Andrew Rapoport
Christina Rasmussen
Lawrence Redmond
Robert Rees
Sondrea Rein
Charles Reinhart
Rachel Resnick

Richfield Flowers and Events / 
Festivities MN

Sam Richter
Joseph Rine
Mark Ritchie
Laura Robinson
Aron and Ellen Rolnitzky
Jason Rose
Marty and Tema Rosenbaum
Phil and Tammie Rosenbloom
Laurie Rosenwasser and David 

Bine
Barry and Francine Ross
Jason Rost
Jonah Rothstein
Robert Rouda
Scott and Jodi Rubin
Mitchell and Sarah Rubinstein

Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Bill Ryan
Rymark IT
Barb Sand
David and Mimi Sanders
Sandy Pappas for Senate
Kori and Charles Savitt
Savitt Law
Heidi Schneider and Joel Mintzer
Michele Segal
Shelley Segal
Sharon and Stephen Segal
Eliot Seide
Seiler Law
Chuck and Yvonne Selcer
Seward Community Co-Op, Inc.
Elizabeth Shaffer
Carol Shapiro
Marc and Shira Shapiro
Sandra Shapiro
Joseph Sharkey
Ilan Sharon
Jim Shaw
Thomas Silver

Support our 
work
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Anita Silver
Jay Silverberg
Michael and Joanne Silverman
Julie Silverman
Kent Simon and Karen Gjerstad
Betsy Sitkoff
Laurie and Tom Smith
Marilyn Smith
Smith Jewish Academy
Richard and Diane Smookler
Lynn and Harry Solo
Susan and Mark Spiers
St. Cloud State University
Grey Staples
State Farm, Susan Haub
Sue Steinberg
Yitzi Steiner
Sherry Stern and Steven Snyder
Lloyd Stern

Manon and William Sternberg
Liba and Tom Stillman
Lawrence and Cheryl Stovern
Jonathan Strauss
Erica Strohl
James and Leslie Strohm
Susan Summit
Linda Sussman
Phillip and Marsha Sussman
Laura Swartz
Temple Israel
Temple Israel Duluth
Temple of Aaron
Sarah Teske
Margaret Thomsen
Tom Emmer for Congress
Sherry Townsend
Travel One
Carol Trestman
Twin Cities Magic & Costume 

Co.
Iris and Jonathan Tzafrir
Ronald Ungerman

United Health Group
United Transportation Union
Jeff and Stacie Usem
Garry Vaynberg
Nancy Victor
Demetrios Vital
Michael and Erin Waldman
Lisa Walker
Amy Walstien
Walz/Flanagan for Minnesota
Robin Washington
Suzanne and Everett Weinstein
Robert Weisman
Ron and Bonnie Weisman
Dan Weiss
Ron Weissman
Weivoda Financial Ltd.
West River Dental
Westside Market and Deli
Ardis and Thomas Wexler 
Madee and Peter Wilton
Barbara and Arnold Winikoff
Barbara Winthrop
Norma Wolk
Betsy Wren
Jamie Wynn-Bell
Yaeger & Weiner Law
Abe Yorek
Judith Yudof
Natalie and Drew Zamansky
Randall Zats
Zipps Liquor Store, Inc.
Harvey Zuckman
Up to $99
Anonymous (38)
Roberta Aakhus
Nina Afremov
Mary Andler
Richard Appelsies
Judy and Harvey Arbit
Semyon and Lydia Axelrod
Leah Bailey
Sam Baker
Donice Bakken
Stephen Barberio
Robyn Bass
Mary Baumgarten
Fran Bayer
Barbara Bearman
Janet Bergerson
Pamela Bernstein
Julia Biel
Reuben and Frances Biel
Naomi Bloom
Shellie Blumenfield
Lora Bodell
Lynn Bolnick

Lorraine Born
Boston Scientific
John Bradford
Jethra Brand and Duane Kelm
Naomi Breazeale
Rolla Breitman
Jennifer Brendon
Nancy Brown
Diana Burgess
Fran and Marvin Burstein
Elaine Burton
David Bush
Brendan Byrne
Parrel Caplan
Carole Cera
CHC: Creating Healthier 

Communities
David Cherner
Rachel Chinitz
Linda Clark
Phyllis and Earl Cohen
Gary Cohen
Julie and Richard Conrad
Morgan Cronin
Mindy Davis
Melissa Del Rosario
Sheila and Stewart Derechin
Laura Dobrin
Lisa and Paul Dorn
Robin Doroshow and Rich 

Kronfeld
Alecia and Gus Dotterweich
Jennifer Duda Butwinick
Hadassah Dukes
Robert Durych
Efrat Eichenbaum
Walter and Ruth Elias
Patti Engler
Howard Epstein
Denise Erickson
Katarina Erickson
Lisa Erikson
Daniel Ettedgui
Sherri Ettinger
Sam Farber
Deborah Fefferman
Andrea and Joshua Fineblum
Reuben Fisher
Janet Flam
Paula and Michael Flom
Gemma and Rafael Forbush
Rachael Freed
Gail Freedman
Barb and Lon Friedman
Lee and Amy Friedman
Jan Frisch
Anne Froelich

Frontstream
James Gale
Michelle Gehrz
Allison and Michael Gelfman
Terry Gips
Esther Gitelzon
Mitchell Gleeman
Rosalie Goldberg
Evan Golden
Lonny and Ilyse Goldsmith
Jules and Janice Goldstein
Arthur Goldstein
David and Kelsey Goldstein
Nancy and Steve Gordon
Cathy Gorlin
Reginald Graupmann
Sandra Greenberg
Cindy Greenberg
Brad Griffith
Dmitry Gringauz
Elaine Gross
Vitali Gueron
Barbara Gurovitsch
Janine Hanson
David Harris
Jean Hatlestad
Rachel Hauschild
Efrat Hedges
Susan Henken
Indeed 
Jay Isenberg
Lisa Jager
Neal Joffee
Tom Johnson
Colleen Johnson
Cynthia Kalland
Ned and Carol Kantar
Jason Karon
Christine Kellogg
Leonard Kennen
Miriam Kieffer
Dan and Nancy Klausner
Susan Klett
Lynne and Donald Knox
Marcia Koester
Naomi Konikoff
Mardy Kopischke
Donna Koren
Danya Kornblum
Jomi and Aaron Kramer
Nancy Krawetz and Ross Kahn
Debbie Krovitz
Stephen Krovitz
Jan Kuretsky
Bob Laguban
Etta Lambright
Land O’Lakes Gives

Support our 
work
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Robin Landy
LaJune and Thomas Lange
Angela Larson
Missy and Joel Lavintman
Sharon Lazarus
Reida Lazer-Chein
Maxine Lecy
Sharon Lehrman
Yvonne Lerew
Dena Levinson
Donna Leviton
Carrie Lewis
Liberty Diversified International
Susan Dreves Libson
Carol Lichterman
Elise Lieberthal
Lori-Ellen Liss
Amy Litman
Marion and James London
Jesse Lora
Jan and Bob Lubar
Susan and Eric Lund
Beatrice and Paul Magee
Shel Mann
Marnie and Jordan Marmet
Leslie Martin
Toby Meirovitz
Kai Michels
Jack Miller
Alan Miller
Alex Minn

Vadim Mirkin
Laura and Tony Mogelson
Donna Montgomery
Eva and Jack Moreimi
Marilyn Mulvanny
Michael Musil
Lindsay Nauen and Richard Weil
Laurie Nelson
Mike Nelson Wagner
Barbara Nevin and Benjamin 

Jeffrey
Mark and Marcia Niedorf
Loni Niles
William O’Brien
Catherine Orkin Oskow and 

Craig Oskow
Esther Paletz
Erin Palladino
Natan Paradise
Benjamin Petok
Bob and Karen Rabinovitz
S.D. Ransom
Susan Rees
Michael Resig
Yelena Ribnick
Malcolm and Greta Roberts
Phyllis Robinson
Mike and Shari Rothman
Sally Rubeinstein
Dana Rubin
Rochelle Rubin and Scott Rutzick

Marilyn Ruby
Nancy Ruckdaschel
Randee Samsky Hillborne
Laura and Jonathan Savin
Nancy and Jerry Schapiro
Dan Schibel
Cynthia Schrick
Michael and Shira Schwartz
Barb Schwirtz
Leonard and Susie Segal
Michelle Shainess
Karen Shapiro
Pennie Shapiro
Anat Shinar
Helen and Richard Siegel
Karen Sigal
Steve and Laura Silberfarb
Loreen Silverman
Heather Simon Carlson
Anne Sklar
Sheryl Snitkin
Alexandra Solovey
Nancy Sparby
Benjamin Stark
Florence Steiger (z”l)
Alex Stewart
Eduardo Suarez
Amy and Marty Susman-

Stillman
Harriet and Steve Swartz
Chloe Tross

US Bank
Randy Victor
Reuben Vizelman
Jane Wagemaker
Gail Weinberg
Evelyn Weiss
Erin Werde
Kirk and Melissa Whiting
Kitty Widdes
Brian Winter
Raleigh Wolpert
Carol Woodward
Samuel Yamin
Dian Yellen
Laurie and Will Young
Alla Young
Mary Jane Yue
Enrica Zaidman
Carolyn and Brian Zakem
David Zarkin
Timothy Zuel

Please accept our apologies if we have 
inadvertently omitted your name or 
made any other errors. We would 
appreciate an email letting us know of 
any errors at info@minndakjcrc.org. 
Thank you.

“�I appreciate JCRC speaking up in such a measured, respectful and impactful way on behalf of our 
Jewish community, and am grateful for their wise insight and relationship-building work.  
We are so lucky to have JCRC at the helm at this challenging moment in history.”

- Jewish community member
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Executive Officers
Jacy Grais, President

Rhona Shwaid, First Vice 
President

Jason Divine, Second Vice 
President 

Danny Abrams, Treasurer

Elyse Less, Secretary

Jon Parritz, Immediate Past 
President 

 

Board Members
Ariel Altman
Robert Aronson 
Shai Avny 
Valeria Chazin
Michael Cohen
Richard Cohen
Judah Druck
Rabbi Ryan Dulkin 
Aklilu Dunlap
Jack Fiterman 
John Goldfine
Commissioner Zachary 

Greenberg
Julie Idelkope 

Todd Johnson 
Phyllis Karasov
Amy Kaufman
School Board Member Susie 

Kaufman
Wendy Khabie
Elizabeth Lamin
Marilyn Levi-Baumgarten
Mayor Stephanie Brod Levine 
Judie Liszt 
Councilmember Sally 

Lorberbaum 
Wendy Lovell-Smith
Gil Mann
Joseph Peilte
Rabbi Debra Rappaport 

Stephen Rosenthal 
Jonah Rothstein
Russ Rubin 
Jim Shaw 
Rabbi Yitzi Steiner
Alex Stewart
Howard Tarkow
Shirly Tramer Lerman 
Amy Walstien 
Robin Washington
Sarah Rose Weinman 
Rabbi Michelle Werner

Board of Directors 2025-26 

JCRC Staff
Steve Hunegs, Executive Director

Ethan Roberts, Deputy Executive Director and Director of the 
Twin Cities Jewish Community Government Affairs Program

Sally Abrams, Director of Judaism and Israel Education

Rob Allen, Director of Community Security

Rabbi Jill Avrin, Director of Campus Affairs

Meira Besikof, Associate, Holocaust Education and Speakers 
Bureau

Holly Brod Farber, Director of Judaism and Israel Education

Lisa Ferrier, Director of Business Operations

Dorit Fishman, Data and Marketing Manager

Susie Greenberg, Director of Holocaust Education

Patrick King, Deputy Director of Community Security

Sami Rahamim, Director of Communications and Community Affairs

Benjamin Regenbaum, Executive Assistant

Subscribe to Gesher – our monthly email newsletter.
Gesher (“Bridge” in Hebrew) is our monthly impact update on our work through the 
challenges and opportunities before our community. Whether you’re a long-time JCRC 
supporter or just discovering us, we are excited to share our passion for building bridges 
from the Jewish people to the diverse communities across Minnesota and the Dakotas. 
Thank you for joining us on this meaningful journey. It takes grit, but it’s worth it.
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Directors Circle
The board of directors and staff of JCRC thank the following Directors Circle supporters:

Lorie and Michael Afremov
Bob and Bobbi Aronson
Bryan and Nina Badzin
Elliott and Marlys Badzin
Amy and Stan Baratz
Robert and Linda Barrows
Gary Berman
Gail Bernstein and Thomas 

Davis
Holly and Jon Brod Farber
Lili Chester
Ann and Mike Ciresi
Judy and Richard Cook
Alan and Susan Divine
Ron and Gigi Fingerhut
Beverly Fink
Bruce Fink
Jacob Fishman and Kimberly 

Lear
Jack and Amy Fiterman
Linda and Mike Fiterman
Byron and Shirley Frank
Philip and Phyllis Garon
Ben Gerber and Betsy Kuller
Alan Gilbert and Laura Thorne
Howard and Heidi Gilbert
Mark and Debbie Glotter

Lynn Golberstein
Harold and Cynthia Goldfine
Harlee Goldsteen
Kay and Bruce Goldstein
Jacy and Jason Grais
Cliff and Kim Greene
Pam and Charles Grossman
Pat and Tom Grossman
Richard Heinrich and Beth 

Friend
Bonnie and Steve Heller
Dick and Dobie Hunegs
Jim Jacobson and Andrea 

Kaufman
Beth and Todd Johnson
Stanley and Jeanne Kagin
Morton and Merle Kane
Gayle Kaplan
Rachel Kaplan and Bob 

Riesman
Ross and Laura Kaplan
Stefanie and Robert Karon
Rick Kelber and Sharon Van 

Dyck
Wendy and Nisso Khabie
Carolyn and Daniel Kleinberger
Eileen and David Kohn

Barbara and Gary Krupp
Susan and Hart Kuller
Steve and Sheri Lear
Delores Levin
Stephanie Brod Levine and 

Jimmy Levine
Stephen and Sheila Lieberman
Jack and Rhoda Liebo
Sally Lorberbaum 
Wendy Lovell-Smith and Colin 

Smith
Steve and Gail Machov
Don and Rhoda Mains
Debbie and Gil Mann
Gregory McEwen
Mary and Robert Mersky
Jim Moscowitz and Amy 

Taswell
Jeff Oberman and Kathy 

Conner
Jon and Robin Parritz
Lisa Peilen
William Pentelovitch
Gary and Susan Rappaport
Kevin and Nancy Rhein
Stanford Robins

Hanan Rosenstein and Richard 
Alberta

Karen and Russ Rubin
Wendy and Steve Rubin
Allen and Linda Saeks
Penny and Steve Sanderson
Polly and Michael Saxon
Cindy and Joel Shapiro
Judy and Jerel Shapiro
Elaine Siegel
Alan and Janny Silver
Sandy and Jason Sondell
Sharron Steinfeldt
Marsha Tankenoff
Scott and Hindy Tankenoff
Howard and Janet Tarkow
Joel and Gail Tilsner
Carol Trestman
Jodi and Jeffrey Upin
David and Leigh Waterman
Beth Weinblatt
Scott and Joan Wilensky
Dina Wolkoff
Bruce and Ilene Zwick

It’s Your Legacy
JCRC is grateful to its planned giving donors who participate in the Minneapolis and St. Paul Jewish Federations’ 
“It’s Your Legacy” program:

Anonymous (5)
Sally and Mike Abrams
Nina Afremov
Kent and Susan Bailey
Amy and Stan Baratz
Yiscah Bracha
Sheila and David (z”l) Brod
Holly and Jon Brod Farber
Julie Burton
Lili and Sheldon (z”l) Chester
Judy and Richard Cook
Mark Dillon
Joan and Elliot (z”l) Farber
Suzanne Fenton and Dan 

Lieberman

Jackie and Ted Flaum
Byron and Shirley Frank
Neal and Sandy Gale
Jacy and Jason Grais
Cliff and Kim Greene
Anne and Michael Hofkin
Steve Hunegs and Jenifer 

Robins
Jim Jacobson and Andrea 

Kaufman
Steven A. Kalin
Ira G. Kipp
Steve and Sheri Lear
Stephanie Brod Levine and 

Jimmy Levine
Jeff and Jen Lewin

Gail and Howie Milstein
Susan and Michael Minsberg
Joel Mintzer and Heidi 

Schneider
Jeff Oberman and Kathy 

Conner
David and Jill Orbuch
Barbara and Larry Parks
Jon and Robin Parritz
Renee and Michael Popkin
Anne-Monique and Edward 

Rapoport
Kevin and Nancy Rhein
Ethan Roberts
Barry and Francie Ross
Russ and Karen Rubin

Wendy and Steve Rubin
Allen and Linda Saeks
David and Renee Segal
Juliana and Jacob Sellers
Judy and Jerel Shapiro
Susan and Neal Shapiro
Alan and Janny Silver
Wendy Lovell-Smith and Colin 

Smith
Sharron Steinfeldt
Heather and Mark Stesin
Joni and Peter Sussman
Jodi and Jeffrey Upin
Laura Zelle

Directors Circle & It’s Your Legacy
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